INTRODUCTION

This 1984 edition of the Federal Information Sources and Systems contains updated and new ma-
terial, since the previous edition was published in 1980. This document facilitates congressional ac-
cess to sources and systems government-wide to assist the Congress in carrying out its oversight
responsibilities.

The directory is divided into two sections, the Citation Section and the Index Section. The cita-
tions of the information sources/systems are arranged in two broad groups in the Citation Section of
this publication. The first group of citations identifies and describes information systems. An infor-
mation system, for the purpose of this inventory, is an organized collection of data processed in ac-
cordance with defined procedures (automated and/or manual) that generate recurring outputs con-
taining budgetary, fiscal, social, economic, scientific-technical and/or program-related data and in-
formation operated in support of agency programs and management responsibilities identified in the
Budget of the United States Government.

The second group identifies and describes information sources, An information source, for the
purpose of this inventory, is a major information collection and/or information dissemination facili-
ty, such as, documentation center, information analysis center, research center, clearinghouse, spe-
cial reference library, and information network, operated by or for the agency in support of its pro-
gram(s) and mission responsibilities identified in the Budget of the United States Government.

Each citation is organized by agency and contains, for each source/system cited, standard biblio-
graphic Information, a descriptive abstract, budget and program data, authorizing legislation, con-
gressional committees of relevance, geographic coverage, and public availability. The Index Section
provides access to the Citation Section by subject, title, agency, congressional committee, law,
budget function, and program. The User's Guide on page xiii provides an explanation of how to use
the two sections.

PURPOSE AND SCOPE

The implementation of the inventory of information sources and systems and the publication of
this Sourcebook are part of GAO's continuing responsibilities under 31 U.S.C. 1113(c)(l) which re-
quires that; "The Comptroller General, in cooperation with the Director of the Congressional Budg-
et Office, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Director of Management and Budget shall establish
and maintain a current -directory of sources of, and information systems for, fiscal, budget and pro-
gram information and a brief description of the contents of each source and system."

Executive, independent, and legislative agencies are included in the inventory. The term "execu-
tive agency" is defined to include executive departments, government corporations, and independ-
ent establishments. GAO also requested information from organizations which can be characterized
as federal entities. The latest edition of the United States Government Manual provides the sources
for identifying federal entities covered in this volume.

METHODOLOGY

Agencies were asked to prepare reports on "major" information sources and systems. Informa-
tion was reported to GAO on major federal programs and the supporting information sources and
systems which are important to fulfilling the agencies' missions. The content coverage of this publi-
cation reflects that concept. The size of program relative to an agency's budget was used as an oper-
ating guideline for "major" programs, Other criteria used to determine inclusion in the inventory
besides the budget were system size, information content, purpose (budget and programmatic), and
scope. GAO worked cooperatively with agencies in the inventory preparation and follow-up to
determine reporting requirements.

The participating agencies provided information to establish a relationship between information
sources/systems and the agency program(s) supported by those sources and systems. Using the Of-
fice of Management and Budget (OMB) account identification code (listed in the Budget of the
United States Government-Appendix) as the linkage, agency information sources/systems were relat-
ed to congressional committee authorization, authorizing legislation, and appropriation.
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